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MIL1 T.4-3 ~ & T l R ' R  FOYBC.ASTS 

Though aeather  and c l W , e  bava e.lways beoa rocogni.zed t o  be important 

fac tors  in w a f a e ,  mil i tary moteo.rology, as a b:.msh o f  applied science, is mainly 

an outgrowth of the  World War, dux-ing which raost o f  t h e  bel l igs ren t  countries had 

regular motcorological u n i t s  a t taohod t o  t h e i r  armies. Tho mil i ta ry  mctcorologj.sBs 

were confronted w i t h  many new grobloms, cspccial3.y i n  the l i n e  of weather forecast- 

ing. The l a t e  WIlllm GaTdncr aced, who servod as a major  with the Meteorological 

Section of the U.S. h y  Signal Corps, onco wrote in  regard t o  some of theso novel 

unde? taking s: 

"Spocial forecasts  may be-made f o r  al l  s o r t s  of special  operations. For 

cxamplo, the offcnsivo use of gas  roq7iires deta i led  forocasts  of l o c a l  air movoment 

i n  r e s t r i c t e d  l o c a l i t i e s  and t h i s  oftcn c a l l a  f o r  special  observations in  d o t a i l  at 

frequent intorvnls ,  Tho a r t i l l e r y  ofton f inds  i t  advisable t o  i n s t i t u t c  f i r i n g  

Programs at par t icu lar  timcs, such as dusk and dam, and tho meteorological sarvico 

w i l l  be ca l led  upon t o  make special  forecas ts  o f  v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  theso programs. 

Forecasts of the charnctcr of the night ,  whether c l e a r ,  cloudy or with broken cloud, 

are p a r t i c u l a r l y  important i n  p&anning offensive bombing operations by a i r c r a f t  or 

i n  arranging f o r  defense against  possiblo oneqy ra ids .  

t ions on the Lorraine f ront  i n  the fall  of 1918 indicated a moonlight night with 

brokcn cloud and a moderato west wind at reasonable flying love ls ,  arl enemy r a i d  mas 

For instance,  i f  tho  condi- 

Pract ical ly  c e r t a i n  and could be forecast  with grea t  accuracy; furthormoro, with Q 

l i t t l e  knowlodge of thc  anornyts h a b i t s ,  togothor with observations of h i s  aorial 

a c t i v i t y  during tho proceding day, tho point of the r a i d  could gcnorally be foro- 

cast .  1' 
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