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MILITARY WEATHFER FORRCASTS

Though weather and clims%e have zlways beea recognized to be important
factors in warfare, military meteorvology, as a branch of applied science, is mainly
an outgrowth of the World War, during which most of the belligsrent countries had
rogular metcorological units attachod to their armies. The military meteorologists
were confronted with many new rroblems, especially in the line of weather forecast-
ing. The late William Gardner Reed, who served as a major with the Meteorological
Section of the U.S. Army Signal Corps, once wrote in regard to some of these novel
undertakings:

"Special forecasts may be-made for all sorts of speclial operations. For
example, the offensive use of gas requires detailed forocasts of local air movoment
in restricted localities and this oftcn calls for special observations in detail at
frequent intorvale. The artillery often finds it advisable to instituto firing
Programs at particular times, such as dusk and dawn, and the meteorological service
will be called upon to meke special forecasts of visibility for these programs.
Forecasts of the character of the night, whether clear, cloudy or with broken cloud,
are particularly important in planning offensive bombing operations by alrcraft or
in arranging for defensc against possible cnemy raids. For instance, if tho condi-
tions on the Lorraine front in the fall of 1918 indicated a moonlight night with
broken cloud and a moderate west wind‘at reasonable flying levels, an enemy raid was
Practically certain and could be forecast with great accuracy; furthermore, with a
little knowledge of the encmy!s habits, togethor with observations of his aorial

activity during the preceding day, the point of the raid could generally be fore-

casgt. !
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