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PILLARS OF SAND

Dust whirls and sand whir}s, a common atmospheric phenomenon of deserts
and dry plains, occur in a widse range of sha,pes and sizes; in this respect resembling
the analogoug phenomenon of the waterspout. Some specimens of imposing magnitude
were encountered in the Nubian Desert by the eighteenth century Scottish explorer
James Bruce, who thus describes them in his "Travels":

"Ai: one‘ o'clock we alighted among some acacla trees at Wady—el—Hal’boub.

We were here at once su;jprised and terrified by a sight surcly one of the mos-f
magnificent in the wqud. We saw a ‘nu'mber of prodigious pillars of sand at différent
disfances; at times moving with great vellocity, at others stall:ing on with majésticf
slowness. | At 'intez;vals we thought they were coming in g very few mihutes to over-.
whelﬁ: us and small Quantitiea of sand did actually more than once reabh us} again
they would rotroat, so as to be almost out of sight, their tops reaching thé very
clouds. The tops often soparated from the bodies, and theso, once disjoined, dle-
Persed in air and did not appear any more; sometimes they were broken in the midd.le
as if they were struck by large cannon shot-',.‘

"At noon they began to advance with considerable swiftness upon ﬁa, the
¥ind being very strong at north. Eleven raz;ged alongsldo of us, about the distance
of three miles; the greater ciiameter of the largest appea.réd to me at that é.istance |
a8 if it would moasure ten foet. They rotired from us with & wind at aoutheaét ’
leaving an impression on the mind to which I can give no name,though surely an
ingredient in ‘it was fear, with ‘a‘considerable deal of Wondér end astonishment,®

Lene, tho famous Arabic scholar, moasurod one of these sand pillars at

i

+iebes and found its ha.ight to be é.bout 780 feot.
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