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Dust nslirls and sand whirls, a c o m n  atmospheric phenomenon of desert* 

and dry plains ,  occur in a wide range of shapes ard  sizes; in t h i s  respect resembling 

the analogous phenomenon of the waterspout. Some specimtms of imposing magnitude 

were encountered i n  the Nubfan DeGert by the eighteenth century Scot t ish explorer 

James Bruce, who thus describes them In his ttTravelsll: 

ltAt one o‘clock we al ighted among some acacia t rees  at Wady-el-Halboub, 

we were here at once surprised m-d *terrified by t i  sight 9wol.y one of  the most 

W n i f i c e n t  in the  world, We saw a n&bor of psodigious p i l l a r s  of sand at different 

distancee; at times moving with great  velocity, at others stalking on vith majestic 

slowness. 

whelm ua and small quant i t ies  of sand d.id actual ly  mme than once reach us: again 

A t  in te rva ls  we thought thoy vere coming in  4 very few minutes t o  eve- 

they would rotroat, so as to  be almost out of sight, t h e i r  tops rcaching the very 

clouds. 

P4rsed i n  air and did not a y g o s  any more;. sometiraos thoy wore broken i n  tho midd.le 

we tops often soparated from the bodios, and thoso, orme disjoined, dis- 

a8 if they mere struck by largo cannon shot. 

“At noon they bagan t o  advance with considorable swiftness upon UB, tha  

Wind being very strong at north. Elevon ranged alongeifdo of us, about &he distance 

of three miles; the grea te r  diametor .of the la rgsa t  appeared t o  mo at that distance 

8 8  if i t  tnauld measure ten foot. 

leaving an impression on tho m h d  t o  which I can givo  no namo,though 

iWradient in  it mas fear, w i t h  a coneidorable doal of mondos and astonirshment.” 

Lane, tho famouB Arabic Bcholar, moasurod one of those sand p i l b r s  at 

!&ey rat i red f r o m  us with a mind at eouthoast, 

surely an 

!f’hljw and found i ts  height t o  be about ‘7M3 feot .  
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