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? WHY THE WEATHER 7 Mailed September 26, 1932 

By Charles Fitahugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A. FAMOUS WDSTOW 

%e most famous sandstorm i n  history wa8 the one that ,  accordiq t o  

Herodotus, destroyed the army sent by the Persian king Casubyses i n t o  the Libyan 

Desert. 

'Illhis ambitious prince,ll sws Dr. D.P. Thornson, i n  his once well-known 

treatise on meteorology, "having routed the 2gypti-e and heard of the reputed 

wealth of the long-lived Macrobians, resolved t o  make wax wainst that Ethiopian race. 

Having reached lPlebes, he separated b L s  a r q  into two divisions, directing 50,000 , 

Of h i s  troops t o  advance againet the Amonians and pil lage the temple o f  Jupi ter  

bunon. 

a sand-wind rose fran the south, near t o  the tomple of Bmnon, and i n  i t s  violent 

I t  appears tha t  they reached the Libyan Oasis, but they never mturned, for 

blast  overwhelmed the army, u t t e r ly  destroying them 80 that no one eves returned t o  

t e l l  the tale. Such, too,  was nearly the f a t e  of the soldiers of Alexander about 

t W 0  centuries thereafter, while they crossed the deaert from Memphis t o  Jupi ter  

b n ,  a twelve-days' journey .. ...... Belzonl mentions having met with a numbor of 

tmuli in the doserf, which ho mpposos t o  have been r&isod over tho army of 

Cambysoe. 

"Yasasin, King of Yemen, i n  Arabia Felix -- the successor of Belkla,  

according t o  tho Arabs, the famous Qpoen of Sbeba -- is said t o  have carried his 

armies i n t o  the unexplored deserts of the weet; but boing owrtaken by the whirl- 

Binds of orra t ic  sands, ho was forced to return with the l o s a  of  a portion Of h i 8  

mon . I 1  

(As1 rights resorvod by Science Servico, Ine.) 
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