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With the onset of cold weather we are  l i ke ly  t o  read in the newspapers 

that  somebody has discovered a mass of ice  at the bottom of a stream when the water 

is  f ree  from ice abbve. 

the phenomenon i n  question is very comon and has been fu l ly  eq la ined .  

in t h i s  s i tuat ion when the water above is unfrozen i s  called llanchoF-ice.n 

found most frequently though not  exclusively in ruining streams and occurs 

spongy masses, quite unlike the glassy plates  tha t  form at the surface. 

Much mystery is usually made of such a discovery, though 

Ice formed 

It i s  

The authori t ies  now agrse tha t  the rock o r  soil  on which anchor-ice foms  

k?sasheat rapidly by radiation through the water above and thus coolsthe lower layers 

of the water below the freezing point .  The process takes place only at night and 

i n  c l&r weather, and is simfl.ar t o  that  by which d.eposits of hoarfrost are produced 

i n  the open air. 

Still another kind of Ice f w d  i n  running water is ca l led  by the French- 

Canadian name l'fraeil.11 I t  consists of l i t t l o  icy part ic les  that  form at the sur- 

face but are provonted by the movement of tho Mates from u n i t i m  in continuous 

sheets. 

carr ied under tho surface ioe farther downstream, sometimes damming the r iver  and 

In tho River S t .  Lawrence vast  quantit ies aro formod i n  the rapia and are  

Causing disastrous "ice shovos" along i t s  banks, 
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