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¥ CHINOOK!

A good deal has been learned in the last few years about the vicissitudes
of the name "chinook" as applied to winds, and a paper containing the latest in-
formation on the subject was presented by T.C. Elllott, of the Oregon Historical
Society, at a meeting of the American Metoorological Association last June.

'The term chinook," he says, 'was used by the Oregon pioneers in tho
Willamette prior to 1870. It Was brought to the Walla Walla country by thesc samo
pioneers or their descendants and in turn carried across the Rocky Mountains during
the first movement of settlers into Montana. West of the Cascade Range it meant a
cool wind of summor, but easf of that range and of tho Rockles a warm wind of winter.
In both localities it mcaent a clearing-up wind."

Mr. Elliott quotes an cxamplo of the term as applicd east of the Cascades
to a warm, 4ry wind, now known o meteorologlists es a "foohn," from a Walla Walla
newspaper of Fobruary 8, 1862. This is much ecarlier than any oxample I have provious-
ly seen. He says further:

"Montena may be cited as the real hwwme of the chinook wind. In Montana
the Weather Burcau at Havre is quoted as being the most froskish station in the
service. The town of Chinock, near Havro, wae 80 named by a man cc;n'nected with the
construction of tho Great Northern Railw;:.y because of tho prevalonce of this wind
there. . . . Warm winds in wintor are vnow and then hailed as chinooks even as far
cast as Minncapolis."
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