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Thanks t o  telegraphy, and especially t o  radiotelegraphy, no West India 

hurricane g e t s  w e l l  s t a r t e d  on i ts  poten t ia l ly  destruct ive career  without being re- 

ported t o  the  weather forecasting centers  at Vashington, Havana, S a n  Juan and else- 

where, and from the time i t  is reported it is kept almost continuously under observa- 

t ion.  

nection. 

30 -- from 25 t o  100 ships plying the Caribbean Sea arid the Gulf of Moxico send 

woather repor t s ,  at f ixed hours, twice a d ~ y ,  &I?- when a hurricane developo 

d i t i o n a l  report8 aro sent. 

The cooperation of shipboard observers is especially valuable in t h i s  con- 

Throughout; the seasun of possible hurricanes -- from June 1 t o  Novembor 

ad-: 

AX such repo-ts WD pzomptly charted at headquarters. 

As these storms t rave l  slowly, and t h e i r  typical  courses a r e  b o r n  in a 

general way from past experience, the existing system of radio reports  makes it 

Possible  t o  warn a throatoncd rogkon long boforo the storm a r r i v e s ;  and though, in a 

good many c a s o s ,  the warning proves t o  bc a "fa l se  alarm," bocausc of an unforesum 

change in  the direct ion of tho st(3nn'la movomont, it hardly ever h ~ p p o n s  that a atorm 

strikes a region where no varning has boon received. 

system is t h a t ,  as a l l  vossols oquipped with radio rccoivo frequont bu l le t ins  of the 

%e one weak po in t  i n  tho 

stormfa progress, 8 h i p a s t s r s  endeavor t o  give  it as wido a ber th  as possible,  and 

thus it often happons t h a t  thoro a r e  no vessels  a~ points where t h e i r  reports  would 

be most  valuable. 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by ScLenco SmvicQ, IAC.) 

SCIENCE SWY ICE 

Washington, D.C. 
21st and Copstitution Ave. 


