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I_ TKS S r n - r n G r n  3 gU.J$g:? 

Three times i n  recent years the strength of the minds in tropical hurri-  

canes has been demonstrated i n  a sensational "ay. In Cuba i n  1926, in Puerto Rico 

in 1928, and at Santo Doming0 City in  1930, the Find ripped good-sized boards from 

buildings and drove them through the t runks o f  largo royal palms in  the v ic in i ty ,  

leaving them projecting several f ee t  on the  other s ide .  Dieso episodes indicate wind 

forces considerably greater  than have over been r e g i s t c r d .  by instruments in such 

st; orms . 
it comm to appraising tho mz&nitcde of the forces with which man 

has t o  reckon whoa he planr, moans of protoc t im f rom sevcre t ropical  storms, es t i -  

mates of their total onorgy are  even more ina t rmt ive .  Not  long ago a Japanose 

meteorologist, Y. Hor igu t i ,  d . t h  circumstantial data at h i s  d i sposa l ,  estimated tho 

strength of a typical ty2hoon -- P.o.,  n tro2icrtl hurricmo of the Br E a s t .  

computed that thc whirling monster exerted cnergy at the rat@ of 27,000,000,000 

He 

horse-poncr . 
This figuro is  vorth remombering nhon you haar :of Schemes f o r  "dissi-  

pating" a hurricanc? by dropping bombs from an airplane,  or, as a corraspondcnt of 

thc U.S. Wosthor Bureau swgestcd a few maeks ago, by sending a submarine t o  the 

canter of an advancing t ropical  temgcst, rrhorc i t  WAS t o  como t o  the surface a id  

Bet off cxplosives at t h i s  aupposcdly vulnorable agot, Saying "Boo!" t o  thc s torm 

aould be just as cffcctivo and l e a s  expmaivo. 
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