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THZ STRTNGTH OF A HURRICANE

Three times in recent years the strength of the winds in tropical hurri-
canes has been demonstrated in a sensational way. In Cuba in 1926, in Puerto Rico
in 1928, and at Santo Domingo City in 1930, the wind ripped good-sized boards from
buildings and drove them through the trunks of large royal palms in the vicinity,
leaving them projecting several feet on the other side. These episodes indicate wind
forces considerably greater than have ever been registered by instruments in such
storms.

When it comes to appraising the magnitude of the forces with which man
has to reckon when he plans means of protection from severe tropical storms, esti-
mates of their total energy sre even more instructive. Not long ago a Japanoso
meteorologist, Y. Horigutil, with circumstantial data at his disposal, cstimated tho
strength of a typical typhoon ~- i.e., a tropical hurricanc of the Far East. He
computed that the vhirling monster oxerted cnergy at the ratc of 27,000,000,000
horse-pover.

This figure is worth rcmombering whon you hear .of schemes for "dissi-
pating" a hurricane by dropping bombs from an alrplane, or, as a corrcspondent of
the U.S, Weather Burcau suggested a few weeks ago, by sending a submarine to the
center of an advancing tropical tempest, wherc it was to come to the surface and
set off oxplosives at this supposedly vulncrable spot, Saying "Boo!" to the storm
would be just as cffective and less expensivo.
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