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D M  P0NI)S 

A recent  number of t h e  i l l u s t r a t e d  London News conta ins  seve ra l  Dictures 

of  t he  so-called "dew ponds" on t h e  h i l l s  of southern England, which have aroused so 

much wonder and d iscussfon  because they  u m a l l y  r e t a i n  an ample supply of water when 

spr ings  and vrells in  t h e  surrounding count ry  have gone dry. These ponds a r o  arti-. 

f i c i a l ,  though sane a r e  of p r e h i s t o r i c  o r ig in .  

"me s e c r e t  o f  making thorn," s a y s  t he  accompaqying tex t ,  " is  known t o  but 

a few. m e  lime and f l i n t  t o  form t h e  saucer-shapcd bed, thc? l a y e r  o f  straw bcnoath 

the covering of c l a y ,  the  f i n a l  concre tc  sur face ,  a r e  all wrought w i t h  oxperienco 

and c r a f t  that a r e  a h e r i t a g e  fl'om the  p a s t ,  and- then l a f t  t o  dry.  Once t h e  pond has 

f i l l e d ,  though the c louds  ci thdraw t h e i r  s h e l t e r  arid no r a i n s  f a l l ,  though the  t o r r i d  

Sun pour d o m  i ts  r e l e n t l o s s  hca t  by day, t he re  w i l l  bo the water  f o r  t h c  ca t t l c  t o  

dr ink.  It  mould be wrong t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  are no dry dew-ponds, f o r  thcy  are o f t en  

t o  ba see11 about thc D o ~ n s .  But the r e m o n  is  not  far t o  seck. Once tho  bed of tho 

Pond is damagcd, s o  t h a t  th;: water can t r i c k l o  thraugh, thc pond n a t u r a l l y  f a i l s ,  

That i s  why many of t hese  d.cw ponds a r e  f m c c d ,  SO that thc  heavicr  b e a s t s  caniiot 

t read  tho  s u r f a c e ,  and only shccp a r c  a l lotwd access." 

Thc English den ponds a r e  a l l  near  t h e  sea.  The depos i t  of wator caught 

by vegc ta t ion  f r o m  the  f rcqucnt  st?a fogs t h a t  d r i f t  over t h c  Downs, and tho inlcroascd 

r a i n f a l l  due t o  t h e  forced a scea t  of moist n inds  b l o v h g  ovm these  same h i l l s ,  , - & c A 8 .  

a f fo rd  at least  a partial explana t ion  of t h o i r  aliliost u n f a i l i n g  mater supply. 
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