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ARCTIC V!%TEZR 

IChere a re  two widespread popular f a l l m i e s  i n  regard t o  the climate and 

weather of t he  Arctic.  One i s  tha t  the region i s  subject t o  heavy f a l l s  of snow and 

the  other t ha t  i t s  ,weather i s  always and everywhere in tease ly  cold,  

me prec ip i t a t ion  over the  groaitcr ?art of the Arctic -- snoa and rain 

combined -- i s  about equivalent i n  depth of water t o  t h a t  of Arizona o r  New Ni;Cxico. 

It ranges from 10 t o  15 inches a year. In  other words,tho climate o f  t he  Arctic is 

d i s t i n c t l y  a r i d .  

The tompernture i s  not alvlays low. Far f r o m  it. Listen t o  Khat Vilhjal- 

mur Stefmseon says about the climate of h is  happy h u n t i q  grounq: 

111 spent the  sumcr  of 1910 from f i f t y  t o  seventy-five miles north of t he  

b c t i c  C i rc l e  i n  C a n a h ,  northeast  of Great Bear Lake ,  and f o r  six t-lccks the  te...pera- 

ture r O S C  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 90 dcgreas in  tho shade naarly avery day. 

it  fa l l  ~oT,., at n i g h t ,  f o r  in t h a t  rcgion tho sun docs not s e t  i n  summer and thoro is 

Noithcr did 

no r c s p i t c  through cooling darknoss. Thc. sun beat d ~ * , ~ n  on us f r o m  n cloudloss sky 

as it  continued i t s  monotonous c i r c l i n g ,  and all of my party agreed wc had ncvoi- in  

our cxpi?rioncc suffered so much f r o m  cold as me suffcrod f rom heat that suiuinor. 

'!The d i s t r e s s  mas augmcntod by the  unbelievable number of p w t s  o f  thc  

insect norld - mosquitoes, s andf l i c s ,  h o r s e f l i e s  and so on." 
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