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Joking at the expense of the  weather prophet seems t o  be a universal  cus- 

tom. This remark i s  suggested by an experience of C.P. S k r h e ,  an off icer  of the  

Indian Po l i t i ca l  Service. Describing h i s  t rava ls  amoryf the Damanis O f  Persian Ba-- 

;fi.clchfstan-;, Mr. Skrine sa id  last year in a lccture:  

f"Iihe Damanis are cheerful v i l l a i n s ,  when not too much on t h e i r  guard. I 

was surprised at being asked suddenly by on0 of them whothor we, the Br i t i sh ,  had 

Mullahs who to ld  us when it w a s  going t o  r a in .  

meteorologist at S imla ,  I roplicd tha t  we had. 

they asked. 

times prong. 

by thaeopresent. 'What a rc  you laughing about?' I asked. Pointing t o  a sheepish- 

looking old graybeard i n  a hug0 turban, my questioner cxplaincd: 'This is  & nrul lah ,  

He's alvrays praying f o r  rain and t c l l i n g  us it  i s  corning, but he ' s  NSVm right!" 

Evcn sciont i f i c  men joke about scient i f  i c  ncathcr f orocasta. Tho l a t o  

Thinking of my f r iend  tho govormicnt 

'Does he always prophesy correct ly? '  

I was obliged t o  a h i t  that  even tho mctcorological exports were some- 

%is reply nas passed round in  d ia lcc t  and received p i th  much chuckling 

TOW. Clarke, of the U.S. Geological Survcy, made dol ightful  f'un of the U.S.  lJcathcr 

h roau l s  prodictions in  h i s  ~IRhymo of the Ba in  Machine," and no harm mas dono. Until  

Feather prediction becomcs absolutely i n f a l l i b l e  -- i f  it cvor does -- it w i l l  

Probably continue t o  be the  subject of good-natured Jesting. 
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