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SIGNS" 

Half-seriously and half-  jokingly the newspapers publish every autumn 

d ispatches from rural correspondents setting for th  the predict ions t h a t  farmers 

hunters, t rappers  and others  are supposed t o  have u t te red  concerning the kind of 

winter that is in s tore  f o r  us. These are based on the  thickness of animal furs and 

corn husks; t h e  dates h e n  geese migrated and beavers b u i l t  the i r  winter homes; the  

amount of n u t s  and seeds stored up by squirrels ;  the height of hornets '  n e s t s  above 

the ground; the colorat ion of %oolly bear" c a t e r p i l l a r s  -- and so on, through a 

lmg l i s t .  

Longfellom m i t e s  of some of these t r a d i t i o n a l  portents of vinter weather 

in "Evangolino" : 

! ' A l l  tho signe fore to ld  a minter long and inclament, 
Bees, with prophotic instinct of v a t ,  had hosrdod t h e i r  honey 
T i l l  t h e  hives  ovorflomd; and the Indian hunters asser ted  
Cold would the n i n t o r  bo, f o r  thick Was tho  f u r  of the  foxos.it 

None of thoso roputod woathcr signs aro  of any value whatever. BOOS have 

no Ilpro&otic i n s t i n c t  of I h e  thickness O f  an a n h a l r s  fir may,  porhaps, be 

influoncod. by neather t ha t  is  past and gonc, but affords no clue t o  tha t  of the  

future.  

but does not man that the wintor w i l l  be UnUsual lY  severe. 

The oar ly  migration of b i rds  may bo due t o  an ear ly cold snap i n  the autumn, 

Pooplo put t h e i r  f a i t h  in  those signs today because ages ago, when there 
was no scienca to  offsot  suporst i t ion,  a l l  kinds of h t u r e  events -- not merely 
mcather evants -- more supposed t o  be fore to ld  by takons t h a t  Nature placod i n  the 
hoavons above and on t h e  earth boncath f o r  the guidance of mankind. 
bel icvod t o  f o r e t o l l  a coming mar. 
winter? 

A comet naa 
Why ahould not  a thick corn huek f o r e t e l l  a hard 
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