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DBWJDING MIX FROM ON HlGE 

Baying f o r  r a i n  i n  time of drought IS a familiar procedure. Somewhat l e s s  

familiar a r e  the  impious measures t o  which, when such. Prayers proved unavailing *., 

re l ig ious  people have occasionally resorted 3n order t o  get t h e  desired resu l t s .  

Frazer, i n  l t 1 1 ' 1 0  Golden Bough,!' t e l l s  of a droight t h a t  caused grea t  d i s t r e s s  in 

S i c i l y  i n  the  spring of 1893. 

hmumerable candles and spread over the f i e l d s  the dust swept from the churches un 

Palm sunday; a l l  t o  no purpose. 

&e people prayed, held re l ig ious  PrOCessions, burned 

"At last,!l says Frazer, "tho peasants began t o  lose  patienca. Most of 

the s a i n t s  were banished. A t  Palermo they dumped St. Joseph i n  a garden t o  sco the  

s t a t e  of things f o r  himself,  and they swore to loave him there in the sun t i l l  rain 

f e l l .  

W a l l .  

Parishes , threatenad, grossly i nml t ed ,  ducked in horse-ponds. 

golden w h g s  of St.  Michael the Archangs1 mer0 torn  from h i s  shouldors and roplacod 

With wings of pastoboard; h i s  purpla mantle was talcon Way and a clout  wrappcd about 

him instead. 

l e f t  without any garments at ai l ;  he WRS revi led,  he  was put in  irons, he  was 

threatened with drowning or hanging. 

Other saints were tusnod, l i k o  naughty childron, with t h o i r  faces t o  the 

Others, again, s t r ipped of t h c i r  beaut i fu l  robes, wcrc cxilod far from thoi r  

A t  Cal tanisot ta  tho 

A t  Licata t h o  patron s a i n t ,  S t .  AngoLo, farod Oven Worse , f o r  ho W ~ E  

*Rain or tho rope." roared t h e  aJW"Y P O O P 1 0  

at him, as they shock t h e i r  f ists  i n  h i s  face." 

W.J. Humphreys, in  h i s  book IIRain W i n g , ' I  quotes a similar oPisod0 from 
mother  part of thc  world. 'ITho Chi~oso,ll he says, lLwhon tho f i e l d s  wera parclmd, 
have -do a dragon t o  represent the rain god a d  d m m  it about in  a prwession, 
cxPccting by this honor t o  inspire  him t o  a kindly mood. If tho rain came a l l  \vas 

P i C C C s  and tho god perhaps won publ ic ly  deposed from the rank of a deity." 
and the god loudly praised, but if the drought continued the dragon vas t o m  t o  
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