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DARK DAYS -- 
Forest  f i r e s  are the  pr incipal  cause of so-called. "dark d ~ y s "  i n  North 

Probably the  most celebrated of such days Ova8 May 19, 1780, when, in  America. 

consoquence of grea t  f o r e s t  f ires along W e  Champlain rtnd down t o  the v i c i n i t y  of 

Ticonderoga, darkness Like t h a t  of night prevailed i n  Hew %gland. 

necessary business was suspended, the schools wcro disruissod and the grea te r  par t  of 

All but the  most, 

the population flocked t o  church t o  prepare f o r  the end of the world, vhich was 

l i eved t o  be at hand. mhi t t ie r ,  i n  "The Tont on the  Beach,!! ha8 described t h i s  

be- 

wonderful darknos s , whon 

"Birds ceascd t o  sing, and a l l  the barnyard fOt7lS 
Roostod) t h e  c a t t l o  at thc pasture bars 
Lowed, and lookod homec7ard; b a t s  on loathorn w i n g s  
P l i t t c d  abroad: t h o  sounds of labor died; 
Men prayed and women mpt;  all o a r s  grow sharp 
To hear t h e  doom-blast.I' 

Thc groat Idaho f i r e  of August, 1910, vas responsible f o r  daytime dark- 

ness over a l a r g e r  a rea  than in  any other casc on record on our continent. 

f i c i a l  l i g h t  w a s  required dn-ing the  day over a broad b o l t  oxtending from Idaho t o  

northern Vcrmoiit, but smoke was obscrvcd far beyond t h i s  'area. The B r i t i s h  ship 

"Dunfermlind' reported t h a t  on the,  Pacif ic  Ocean, 500 miles West of San Francisco, 

&ti- 

the smell 'of smoke vas noticed and ham prevailed f o r  days. 
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