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By Charles Fitehugh Talrnan, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

- mE EARLIEST WE&THER MAPS 

It is a remarkable f a c t  that, although the keeping of daily weather records 

began in &rope in  the middle of the seventeenth century, nobody conceived the idea 

of charting the  geographical d i s t r ibu t ion  of weather dw by day until the second 

decade of the nineteenth. 

m e  inventor of the llsynchronoust' weather map, as W e  now c a l l  a chart de- 

pict ing ins tantanems meteorological conditions occurr ing s imul tane ously at numerous 

places,  was H.W, Brandes, who was a professor at the University of Breslau d e n ,  

about 1819, he drew the first maps of '  this  character.  

long before by a f t m O U 6  internat ional  association of weather ObserverB, the Meteoro- 

log ica l  Society of the  Pa la t ina te ,  together with some data from other  sources, he 

constnzcted b i l y  weather maps of Europe f o r  the whole of the year 1783. 

Ut i l iz ing  records published 

These maps 

were never publiehed, but the conclusions he drew from them were embodied in a bo& 

that h e  published i n  1820. 

Other meteorologists -- notably Espy and Loomis, i n  America -- gooh de&: 

Peloped further t h i s  idea of charting instantaneous weather. 

necessar i ly  d r m  f r O m  old data, since the day of telegra&ic weather reports had 

not yet arrived,, and hence these maps could not be used as a basis of weather fore- 

Beir maps were 

casto,  but they threw a flood of light upon the habi tua l  processes of weather and 

thus paved the w a y  f o r  the s c i e n t i f i c  methods of forecasting that, with the 

introduction of telegraphy, came later i n t o  vogue. 
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