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sn'cvxms --- 
On mountain r a i l r o a d s ,  i n  both Europe and America, tunnels  and sncwsheds 

American l i n e s  c ros s ing  furn ish  a partial p r o t e c t i o n  from the  unstable s n m f i e l d s .  

the  Cont inenta l  Divide have spent  many mi l l i ons  of d o l l a r s  on t h e  cons t ruc t ion  and 

ma in tenace  of snovsheds. On t h e  Great Northern f o r  ten miles down t h e  Western 

slope at the end of t h e  Cascade Tunnel, 76 per  cent .  of  t h i s  d i s t ance  has bee l  pro- 

t e c t e d  at a c o s t  of n e a r l y  $1,500,000. The sheds on t h i s  l i n e  have concre te  re- 

t a in ing  w a l l s  and a t imber roof designed f o r  a load Of 1,500 Pounds per  square foot. 

most ex tens ive  system of sheds,  however, i s  t h a t  of t he  Southern P a c i f i c  between 

Blue Canyon and T n c k e e ,  at t h e  c r e s t  of the S ie r r a .  The snowfall  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  

is h a r d l y  m q s s e d  a n m h e r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  amounting i n  SOW yea r s  t o  more 

than 65 feet .  

than 30 miles of snowsheds in  a d i s t ance  of 41 miles.  

TO cope r i t h  t h i s  ex t r ao rd ina ry  s i t u a t i o n  the  r a i l r o a d  has b u i l t  more 

'iFney conta in  ~00,000,000 feet  

of lumber, and  t h e i r  p ro t ec t ion  a g a i n s t  f i r e  in surmer is a big i t em of expense. 

F i r e  lookout s t a t i o n s  are maintained and " f i r e  t r a i n s , "  car ry ing  tanks of water, 

are h e l d  in r ead iness  to e x t i n w i s h  a b l a z e  in  i t s  early stages. The f i r e  danger 

has been fur ther  reduced by opening gaps at i n t e r v a l s  i n  the l i n e  of sheds,  which 

On wheels running on tracks. 
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