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Some proverb ia l  r u l e s  f o r  p red ic t ing  a e a t h e r  a r e  f a i r l y  sound and are as 

v a l i d  i n  one p a r t  of the r o r l g  as another .  Some a r c  use fu l  in t he  regions There the:- 

o r ig ina t ed  but are  misfits in  o t t e r  regions t o  which they  have been t ransplan ted .  

Kany were never good anywhere. I t  wou.ld be a mistake, h m e v e r ,  t o  desc r ibe  these  

wor th less  weather rules as "unfounded. They a r e ,  f o r  the most part, q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y  

founded on var ious  o t h e r  f a l l a c i e s  and s u p e r s t i t i o n s  t h a t  once passed cu r ren t  as 

wisdom, even song learned men. Very many of them are connected wi th  the  pre- 

t e n t i o u s  f o l l y  o f  a s t ro logy ,  which in bygone e e s  was i n  exac t ly  as good st.rndi?:g 

aeon& educated and i n t e l l i g e n t  people as astronoqy i s  today. 

Moreover, popular  metkods of snoather p red ic t ion  da te  from a time when 

it w a s  customary t o  seek Irsigns" o f  al l  k i n d s  of events  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  wel fare  of 

ma&ind. As a rule these  signs wei.0 not supposed t o  have any physical  connection 

a i th  the events  they foreshadowed. They were thought t o  be placed before  the  eyes 

Of humanity through d iv ine  dispeneat ion r a t h e r  than through the working of natura]. 

law. 

En accordance d t h  t h i s  order  of ideas many not ions  grew up concerning 

"key days,"  the weather of which mas supposed t o  fu rn i sh  a clue t o  the  aea the r  of 

subsequent per iods ,  sometimes q u i t e  remote. The Groundhog Day SuPers t i t ion  is an 

example, and the S t .  Smithin 's  Day s u p e r s t i t i o n  i s  another .  Several  o t h e r s ,  rarely 

hoard of in America, are still familiar i n  t ho  Old World. One t h a t  has  been poPular  

f o r  ages  in  c o n t i n e n t a l  &rope i s  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  t he  weather o f  the twelve days 

beginning with Christmas ind icn te s  t'ne genera l  character of the Fea ther  f o r  each o f  

the twelve succeeding months. 
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