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According t o  R.G. Xorris, of the U . 8 .  Forest Service, more thw. half  of 

a l l  the fires tb-at occur in  the n a t i o r j l  fo res t s  of Oregon and ‘zashington a re  

s ta r ted  by l i&tning.  

and h a b i t s  of ligkitniilg storms in  t ha t  par t  of tile Ucited. States.  

Xeilce the iniyrtance Of Studying the frequency, dis t r ibut ion 

The Forest Service has coxpiled an?. analyzed records made by f i r e  lookouts 

during the past seven years in  the s t a t e s  mentioneti i n  order t o  learn where l i g h t n i x  

storms occur most of ten,  where they cause the most f i r e s ,  whether o r  not cer ta in  

types of such stoms ca?lse more f i r e s  than others ,  wh-ether the stoms follow 

speed and directior_ of movement ,- etc.  

It appears from t h i s  investigation that  65 per cent. of a l l  lightning 

f i r e s  a r e  caused by videspread. storms, occurring about four days each s u m e r .  One 

of these s ta r ted  215 forest  f ires i n  one d&v in  t h e  s t a t e  Of maskington. lThs reFt 

of the  lightning f i r e s  a r e  due t o  numerous localized st0z”DS scat tored throu.gh the 

season. Hence special  e f fo r t s  should be made t o  predict  the  r e l a t ive ly  f e r  stoms 

of a general character and t o  niobilize f i re-f ight ing force6 i n  time t 0  deal with 

them. 

!&e majority of l ightning storms a re  from 11 t o  4-0 miles long, but some 

*ss’le f a s t e r  than 40 miles an hour. 

is toward north o r  northeast. 

lPleir usual d.irection in  Rttshfngton and Oregon 
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