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m e n  tile long-range Treather proghet t e l l s  US t h a t  w e  a r e  going t o  have a 

severe min te r ,  just That d.oes he mean? 

Cases out of a hundred he does not know himself .  

announcements concerning the  rucceeding winter  veather a r e  i n d e f i n i t e  as t o  the  ex- 

t en t  of t e r r i t o r y  t o  which they are meant to  apply and q u i t e  ignore the  fact t h a t  a 

hard minter i n  One part of a b i g  country w c0incid.e with a m i l d  one i n  another  

Pa r t .  

be ab le  t o  say, when t h e  T i n t e r  is over ,  t h a t  i t s  s e v e r i t y  moasured up t o  his pre- 

6 .j c t i on7 

It i s  q u i t e  aafe t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  ninety-nine 

Many if not moat of t h e s  autumnal 

Suppose, however, the prophet i s  talking about h i s  Own l o c a l i t y  -- s h a l l  pre 

It may puprise some of t h e  amateur prognos t ica tors  t o  h e a r  t h a t  severa l  

Professional  meteoro logis t s  have s t ru&+led  hard vi th  t h e  problem of def i n i n s  the 

and comparing the s e v e r i t y  of meather condi t ions  encountered by a number of po la r  ex- 

pedi t ions.  

the combined e f f e c t s  of t emperatme and w ind. 

The u-nderlying c r i t e r i o n  vas t h e  r a t e  at vhick: a body loses heat  under 

A German meteoro los i s t  , Dr .  Kellmann ,undertook t o  compare d i f f e r e n t  Wninters 
From the mean in a given l o c a l i t y  by o b t a i n i x  ;E I tcharacter  number" f o r  each T i n t e r .  

h i l Y  temperatures of t h e  t h r e e  v i n t e r  months he se l ec t ed  thoee that  mere below zero  
on t h e  cent igrade  scale ( i . e .  , below f r eez ing )  and added these  negat ive figures 

% i n t e r s  based p a r t l y  on mew monthly temperatures and p a r t l y  on o the r  data, including 
the number of days with f reez ing  weather ,  t h e  nuniber on which the  temperature remains 
below f reez ing  a l l  day, and t h e  nuinber of very co ld  days. 

S t a t e s ,  rated the s e v e r i t y  of win te r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  parts of t h e  country On the 
basis Of t h e  depar tures  of t he  mean t enpe ra tu res  of t h e  printer months from t h e i r  
normal values.  

t o  g e t  the c h a r a c t e r  number. The l a r g e r  t h i s  number the more f 'severell  t he  
3r. C. Easton, i n  Holland, adopted a rating of according t o  h i s  conception. 

Prof.  A . 3 .  Henry, i n  the  

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc . )  -------_-- 
SCIENCE SFRVICE 

21st  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 


