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One of t he  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau 's  odd jobs is looking after 

bananas i n  transit on the  r a i l r o a d s .  Bananas are received at New Orleans,  Mobile a d  

o the r  southern p o r t s  and shipped a l l  o"er t h e  c m t r y  in v e n t i l a t o r  cars. They are 

very sub jec t  t o  i n j u r y  from c o l d ,  and are sometimes chaperoned e n  r o u t e  by a t t endan t s  

whose duty  it is t o  a d j u s t  th6  v e n t i l a t o r s  and. keep  t h e  bananas gene ra l ly  comfortable 

In many cases, however, c a r e  of t h e  v e n t i l a t o r s  must be l e f t  t o  the  f r u i t  compmyls 

agents  at spec i f i ed  s t a t i o n s  on Shipping routes .  The e r r o r s  of t hese  agents ,  who 

are not f o r e c a s t e r s ,  have proved Costly.  In recent  years,  . t he re fo re ,  shipping rou te s  
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