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AVAL.OTCH3S 

If you l i v e  i n  a snowy part  of the country you w i l l  probably witness 

avalanches On a swll scale t h i s  winter on sloping roofs i n  Your v ic in i ty .  The Snow 

may becane saturated p i t h  water unt i l ,  no longer able  t o  adhere t o  the shingles be- 

neath, i t  s l ides  off and tkuds t o  the gromd,  O r  again,  In  colder aneather, it may 

reasin dry but eventually accumulate in  such quant i t ies  tnat  sone s l igh t  J a r  w i l l  

start it  dam. The same tm v a r i e t i e s  of avalanche occw i n  mountains. The former 

i s  ca l led  a flground" avalanche, and. i s  commonest i n  spring: the l a t t e r ,  k n m  as a, 

"d.ustIt avalanche, is confined mostly t g  Tin ter  and consis ts  of dry, povdery snow, 

great  clouds of Tl-+ich fill the a i r  as the E ~ S S  sveeps don i  from a l o f t .  In e i t h e r  

case the amount of snov set i n  motion 5s ofte:l enormods. 

one authori ty  es t imates- that  the average ilioving mass Of an avalanche i s  something 

In the Alps, f o r  example, 

l ike  half a million tons. 

The descent of scch huge aasces of snow W u l d ,  of i t s e l f ,  account for the 

remarkable f e a t s  of destrJ.ctj,on accomplishea by avalanches , but another destructive 

2lacemont of  a i r  ir, front of the descending ~ s z . '  The air thus displaced rushes 

not only s t ra ight  forTard bat a lso on e i t h e r  r ide ,  uprooting t r e e s  and. causing otker 

s t r ik ing  Physical e f f e c t s  far b&yond the a r e a  covered by the avalanche i t s e l f .  &e 

avalanche Find is probably not exceeded in  fury by an2 other natural  b l a s t  on ear th ,  

tornadoes included. 

touched by the descending snov. 

Alpine v i l l ages  have been &vastate& by t h i s  r i n d  though un- 
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