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A clcud.burst is an excessively heavy local  downpour of r a in ,  of conpara- 

ordinary cyclonic storm. 

t i f i c  and no karcl-and-fast definiticr, of t k i s  name has ever been adoyted by meteor- 

The name o f  the phenomenon is popillar ra ther  than sci&- 

ologists.  

the gk.o.cF)ers thus designated, while others regard the  d is t inq t ive  feature  of a cloud- 

Some author i t ies  have proposed def in i te  minimum ra t e s  of r a i n f a l l  f o r  

S m s t  t o  be the fall of  water in masses ra ther  than i n  separate dzops. 

It should be noted, however, that  in popular wage the term "cloudburstn 

i s  often applied. to shower8 of re la t ive ly  moderate intensi ty  occurring i n  dry mom- 

t a a o u s  regions, where they cause spectacular short-lived f loods,  owing t o  the rapid 

flea of the  storm water down the  bare slopes and i t s  concentration in  ravines and 

canyons. 

the one that miped O u t  a large part of the tom Of Eeppner, Oregon, in June, 1903, 

%any flcods of t h i e  character have beer, very destructive. b o n g  theQ W a E  

mistier, of the United States  Beological Survey, proved. that  the r a i n  causing it  

m a s  not exceptionally heavy. 
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