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T€IX c_ VGRLD' S DESERTS 

Accordiw t o  Prof .  C.B. Riwcett, an English gewrapher,  the deser ts  of the  

globe have a t o t a l  a rea  of some 22,000,000 square miles, which is  nearly twwfi f ths  

of the whole land Eurface. This a rea  includes '(dry deser t s , f f  in which the r a i n f a l l  

is insuff ic ient  f o r  agr icu l ture ,  amounting t o  ~ ~ , O O O , O O O  square miles, and llcold. 

deserts," i n  which heat, is insuf f ic ien t ,  aaountiryf t o  ~0,000,000 Square miles. 

the dry deser ts  i t  i s  estimated that  only somewhere between 2 and 5 per cent. of the  

land can be made t o  support crops with the a i d  of i r r iga t ion .  

In 

For climatic and 

Other reasons about 40 per cent.  of  the l a n d  area of the earth is deser t ,  30 per 

cent. cu l t ivable  land a.nd 30 per cent. poor grazing land,  forest ,  marsh, naste and. 

high mount a in. 


