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ABOUT HOARFROST 

Hoarfrost i s  defined in  some schoolbooks as frozen dew. Sometimes it 

actually does cocsfet  of congealed dewdrops, bct as a rule it i s  produced by the 

e i rec t  condensation in  s o l i d  form of the  gaseous moisture i n  the atmosphere. 

ice c rys t a l s  of vhich it i s  composed assume a great  variety Of Shapes, hundreds of 

F k k h  have been dram and photogragced lnith the aid of the microscope. 

m e  

Hoarfrost  occurs not only on outdoor objects,  a f t e r  a c l ea r  f ros ty  nif;ht, 

but a l so  indoors on prindov-panes, refr igerat ing pipes and other cold. surfaces. 

all the  so-called f r o s t  f igures  seen on window-panes, however, are due t o  hoarfro&. 

Bot 

&my, including the  long feathery or  fern-like forms, resu l t  from the  freezing of a 

thin f i l m  of water on the pane, and have sometimes been distinguished as "window- 

ice. If 

SOEe of the  met beautiful  deposits of t rue hoarfrost  are  found on the 

surface ice of lakes, streams and glac ie rs .  E e y  a r e  known as "ice floprers." 

Hogrfrost  should not be confused R i t h  the  rough or feathery coating of 

ice deposited on t e r r e s t r i a l  objects in Cold weather by dr i f t ing '  fog. 

termed 1' r h e ' '  by meteorologist S 
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