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FOREST ICE STORNS 

m e  ice storm i s  a peremia l  scourge of our North American fores t s .  "Over 

some regiors ,"  F r f t e s  V.W. Ashe, of tho United S t a t e s  Forest Service, I i a B  on the 

Massmutten and Shenandoah Hountains Of Virginia, the general apparance of the 

fores t  Seems t o  indicate t h a t  p rac t ica l ly  a l l  of it has been injured by ice during 

soae period of i t s  existence, 

many years a(i;o that the t r e e s  %ave replaced t h e i r  stri??ed crowns. 

signs,  however, lphich indicate t'nat a fores t  has passed through such a c r i s i s ,  even 

though it may have been remote. In the case of poplar, cucumber, chestnut and sure 

other species having comparatively b r i t t l e  Food, the s tubs Of the l a r g e r  bra;lches 

which were broken a r e  t i p e a  o r  feathered p i th  numerous small, mostly adventitiuus 

It is frequently the case .that ice d a w e  occurred S O  

There a re  sevci-al 

branches. 

portion of t h e i r  crowns destroyed by the breaking o f  t h e i r  cen t ra l  stems. 

Kate res.l.lt of t h i s  i s  the  develcPment of very broad and f la t  mushroom-like crowns 

Oaks and hickories ,  having tougher wood, frequently have the e a t i r e  upper 

The ul t i -  

on t r e e s  that have been s o  ml tLla ted ."  

The e f f e c t s  o f i k e  storms that occurred nore than a century ago a r e  apparent 

t o  the practiced eye of the f o r e s t e r .  
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