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FIGHTING ICE STORN 

t h a t  an icc  storm cnn do t o  t h o  l i n e s  of the o lcc t r ic  poacr ccrnpanics ms 

i l l u s t r a t c d  in  Doccmbcr, 1929, when loads Of ice causcd a geEcral brcakdm of tho 

d is t r ibu t ion  of pa7cr from Nicagara Falls. On tho lines of onc power cvmpany f i f teen  

nrockod but 0110, and t h i s  had t o  be rrithdrmm t C r i l p O r a r i l Y  frm Sarvico in ordor that 

i t s  icy coating might bc! moltod by tho process of sonding a "heating currontl' :.. - .. * -  

through thc Tires; an  expedicnt frcqucntly rosortod t G  i n  the electric power in-. : ._  

dustry for prevonting as $7~11 as for removing i C 0  doposfts. 

great diff.5culty in making t ho i r  way ovcr tho roads, vhich mere bleckcd at huzldrods 

Tho Topair crevs had 

of points by f a l l cn  trcm, and a i r p l m c s  mor0 uScd t o  g o d  advantage in  locating 

breaks. 

e l e c t r i c  railrrays use various Cutting and Scraping devices nttachcd t o  

the cars for rcwving i ce  from overlioad t ro l ley  wires md t h i rd  rails. 

mon practice i s  t o  m e l t  the  ice from th i rd  rails by the  applicatfon of calcium 

chloride fed from a t& cnr. It i s  only recent years ,  hovever, that  the on- 

ginoering; lndustrios have taken up in  carnost the  poblcm of conibating tho st?rious 

e v i l  of the icc storm. me sntcrpr ise  in  t h i s  CmWCtion l a t e l y  undertaken by the  

Naticlnai n e c t r i c  Light Assocfation, with the  cooperation of the Veather Buroau, is 

that  of gathoring statistics of the  frequency and aruuunt of g1-C doP@sits in dff- 

fcreut pa r t s  of tho country. 

Bureau statims ca r r i e s  a ser ies  of wires of d i f fe ren t  diamoters,and fit tho m d  of a 

storm the loca l  observer incasures thc t h i c h e s s  of ~ C O  depcsited on each wiro.  
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