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FIGHTING THE ICE STORM

What an icc storm can do to tho lincs of the electric power companics wasg
illustrated in December, 1929, whon loads of ice caqscd a gencral dreakdowmn of the
distribution of power from Niagara Falls. On tho lincs of onc power cumpany fiftcen
great stocl towors collapsed. All the pover lines from the Falls to Buffale were
wrecked but onc, and this had to be withdravm tcomporarily fruﬁ service in order that
its icy coating might be meltod by the process of sonding a "heating current! .- -~
through the wires; an expedicnt frequently resorted to in tho electric power in- : .
dustry for preventing as well as for removing icé dopositts. . The repalr crevs had
great difficulty in meking their way ovor tho roads, which were blecked at hundreds
of points by fallen trces, and airplancs were used to good advantage in locating
breaks.

The electric railways use various cutting and scraping devices attached to
the cars for rcmovihg ice from overhead trolley wires and third rails. A loss com~
mon practicc is to melt the ice from third rails by the application of calcium
chloride fed frum a tank car. It is only in recent years, however, that the en-
ginecring industries have taken up in earnest the problem of combating the serious
evil of the icc storm. One enterprise in this connection iately undertaken by the
National ZFlectric Light Association, with thc‘cooperation of the Weather Bureau, is
that of gathoring statisticéAof the frequency and amount qf glaze dopesits in dif-
ferent parts of the country. A frame set.up outdoors at cach of several Weather
Burcau staticns carries a series of wires of differont diameters,and>at tho ond of a
storm the local observer mcasures the thickness of ice depcsited on each wire.
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