
Scfence S e r v h  Feature 
Released upon recg.ipt 
but intended. f o r  use 
December 2,  1932 ? W H Y r n E r n & E R  3 ' Mailed November .25, 1932 

Charles Fitzhugh Tdman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

-- TO USE CHE=JI,'S R A I ~ ~ ?  

Recently there ha6 been talk in India Of t u n h g ' t 0  account the @ ~ ~ ~ o m e n -  

a l l y  heavy r a in fa l l  of the C h e r r a b j 1  plateau, in Assam, * i C h ,  80 far 8 6  anybody 

knows, surpasses that of any other l oca l i t y  in the world, With an annual average, 

from a long record, of 428 inches m d  probably somewhat higher valuee at paints an 

the plateau where rainfall measuremente have' not 'been made. 

fa l l  of 2,000 fee 

for  the establishment of a big hydraelectric plant. The chief objection t o  the 

plan is that the r a in fa l l  at Cherr&i is  strongly seasonal, there being but 

l i t t l e  rain from November t o  March, 'inelusive, so that large storage, reservoirs 

would be necessary during the' dry season. 

a project involving thk construction of' earthquak6"proof reinforced concrete dams 

has been worked out by an ftalim engineer. 

An almost precipitous 

from t h i i p l a t e a u  to the plains seem t o  furnish ideal condttions 

The region is subject t o  earthquakes, but 

I .  

IICherrapunji," writes G.B. Williams, an English eryyfneer, "is a fascinat- 

ing place at any t i m e ,  but' par t icular ly  80 during the rainy season, Ovhsn the  huge 

masses of clouds mobil iz ing.fr ,vm the plains below keep up a continual attaok on 

the l i n e  of rugged precipices, enveloping Wan for monthe in thick m i s t  and soaking 

them with moisture. The intensi ty  of the rainfall i8 eviden't from the expanses of 

bare rock in the stre& basins." 

Mr. williams thinke that  when, at 8Ome future time; rain-WWes are in- 

s ta l led in the mountains of Bhutan, the independent s t a t e  lying north of A S S m ,  

Places even ra in ie r  than CherrcapunJi w i l l  be found there. 
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