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HIGHS AND LOi'lS 

Tne terns "high" and lflowl', applied by the  wcatherman t o  a reas  of h i& 

and low b a u u e t r i c  pressure,  respect ively,  though they have been in  use f o r  f o r t y  

Years o r  more, havc ncwer become f u l l y  assimilated in to  our 1arguag.e. This is  indi- 

cated by tho f ac t  t h a t ,  t o  t h i s  day, ' they a r e  usually pr intad with- quotation marks 

around them, as if they were of recent coinage and not Yet gonerally fmiliar. A t  

one time tho U.S. \i'eathci* Burcau employed the curious expedient of pr int ing these 

Words i n  mal1 c a p i t a l s  wherever they occurred i n  a tex t .  

The rcspectivo synonyms l'antiCyCIOnO" and "CyClone" &I% open t o  surne ob- 

Joctions,  w c i &  have often beon discussod. Occasional attempts hava boen mado to 

introduce subs t i tu tes .  Thus Prof. L.Y. Lyds, of the  University of London, i n  h i s  

is not found in t he  Oxford Dictionary, but Lyde t o l l s  us it is the name of an 

ancient instrument used in tho  dofcnse of a c i t y  Wll.  

"heavily wewltod,  moved domnwards and outT,.rard$ in a c i r c l c ,  and on tho outsk i r t s  of 

i t s  c i r c u i t  i t  mie;;:t and ofton d id  cause considorablo disturbance 'I -- even as an 

l''Jbi.s machine," he aatys, 

a t i c y c l o n o  saaot imes docs. 

A German mri te r ,  D r .  H.  Markgrctf, has proposed ca l l i ng  a la7 a lisog,tt and 

a high a "quellgobiet" (tho formor term expressing the idea of 8 U C t i O I l ,  whilo tho 

l a t t e r  means l i t e r a l l y  ~ ~ S O ~ C C  rogiontl), i n  reforencc t o  the i n f l o a  and outflow, 

rospcctivcly,  of tho surface winds i n  tho two prossure eysteus. Final ly ,  sir Napier 

shijar, in  h i s  %anval o f  i$eteorology,Il suggests ca l l i ng  a h@ a "hYPsOba," and 8 

a "hypobar. 11 

Both Lyde's and Markgrafts proposed terms a r e  beaut i ful  CxamplAS of words 
that ought never t o  be added t o  the  sc i cn t i f i c  vocabulary, because they 81-8 adapted 
t o  US8 only in one lmguago, whi.le Shawls terms, cor roc t ly  formod from Qr@ek roo t s ,  
are cnt i r e l y  su i table f o r  in t  emat ional use. 
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