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HIGHS AND LCHS

The terms "high" and "low", applied by the weatherman to areas of high
and low barumetric pressure, respactively, though théy have been in use for fourty
years or morec, have never become fully assimilated into our language. This is indi~-
cated by fha fact that, to this day, they are usually printed with quotation marks
around them, as if they were of recent coinage and not yet generally familier. At
one time the U.S. eather Burcau employed the curious expedient of pr;pting these
words in small capitals wherever they occurred in a text;‘ |

The respective synonyms "anticyclone" and "cycloﬁe" are open to some ob-
jGCtioné, waich have often been discusscd. Occasional attempts have been made to
introduce substitutes. Thus Prof. L.W. Lyde, of the University of London, in his
book "he Continent of Furove,” uses the terms "wind-wyr'! and "wind~-rhirl." "gyr®
is not found in the Oxford Dictionary, but Lyde tells us it is the name of an
ancient instrument used in the defense of a city wall. "This machine," he says,
"heavily weighted, moved downwarde and outvards in a circle,’and on the outskirts of
its circult it migit and often did cause considerable disturbance "‘-— even as an
anticyclone sowoetimes does.

A Gorman writer, Dr. H. Markgraf, has proposed calling a low a "sog," and
a high a "quellgcbiet" (the former term expressing the ldea of suctioh, while the
latter means literally "source rogion!), in reference to the inflow and outflow,
reSPectively; of the surface winds in the two pressure systems. TFinally, Sir Napier
Shaw, in his "kanuval of Motéorology," guggests calling a high a "hypsobar," and a
low g "hypobar;" ’ '

Both Lyde's and Markgraf's proposed terms are beautiful exemples of words
that ought never to be added to the scientific vocabulary, because they are adapted
to use only in one language, while Shaw's terms, correctly formed from Greek roots,

are entirely suitable for international use. ,
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