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Instruments f o r  showing the d i rec t ion  of the wind were used, thougl.1 not 

extensively, by the  Greeks and Romans before tho beginning of the  Chris t ian e r a ,  y e t ,  

strange t o  say, no generic name f o r  t h m h a s  come down t o  US from the c l a s s i c a l  

Period. I n  mediaeval Lat in  they were c a l l e d  "vent i logia"  (Wind-oraclosI1?) : o r ,  i n  

the case of the  cocks on steeples, which date from about the ninth century,  simply 

II gallill ( ~ ~ C O & S ~ ~ ) .  I n  modern French they =,e c a l l e d  ngirouottesl '  ( " t U n Q r s " )  

The English names "noathar vane" and I1weathorcockn describe the  two prin- 

c ipa l  forms of wind-indicators in use in pro-scient i f ic  days; V i Z .  , ' t h e  metal b€Ulnar, 

Once pecul iar  t o  a r i s t o c r a t i c  mansions and c a s t l o a ,  and the V i g i l a n t  b i r d  of tho 

A c*orresponding terminology provai ls  in German, where wno have "Wetterfahnetl 

a d  "WQttorhahn.11 These names a r e  not especially appropriato f o r  generic use. A 

van@'' is uorcly a f l a g ;  whilo ltmmthercockM ignores the  varied Zoology of vanes, I I  

which centur ies  t g o  had about oxhausted.the catalogue of bi rds ,  beaats ,  insects and 

mythical mvnstors. 

Scientific vane# a r e  usua l ly  c a l l e d  "wind vane8,II and occasionally 
II 
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