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LOWEST A S  TEMPERATLTRES 

The lowest  na tura l  temperatures h i the r to  measured anywhere in  t h e  atmos- 

phere wero found by means of sounding-balloons many miles above t h e  oarth in  low 

la t i tudes .  

Certain a l t i t u d e  above Batavia, Java,  Nov. 5, 1913, and one as l o w  or  a t r i f l e  lower 

ten miles abovo &a, India ,  October 4, 1928. 

A reading of 133 degrees ?Mhrenheit bolow zero w a s  obtained at an un- 

When Archdeacon Stuck made h i s  ascent of Mount McKinley, Ala&&,  in 1913, 

he l e f t  a m i n i m  thermometer at a point 15,000 feet above sea levo1 fo r  the oxpress 

PWPoso of finding out how cold tho weather g e t s  there. 

in  a small wooden case and fastened securely in R c l e f t  Of a rock. 

thermometer was recovorcd by another climbing party,  who found the index down in 

!Cho instrument Was enclosed 

Last May t h i s  

the bulb, as far down a0 it could go, indicating the  occurrence of a minimum temper- 

a ture  of at least 100 degrees bolow zero at somo time during the  19 years tlm in- 

strument 1~ on the  mountain. Tho thermomoter was an OXCCllont one, but it i s  hard 

t o  S a y  how much confidoncc should bo put in i ts  indications mhon l e f t  so long in  a n  

isolated spot; especially where high nln8.s may have jarrod the index away fron i ts  

correct  position. 

The temperature indicated is n o t ,  howevar, an improbable ono at that great 

altitude on a gubarctic mountain alops. 

g i s t  and polar au thor i ty ,  has recently published a calculat ion Of the  oxtrow 

temperatures l i ke ly  t o  occur in  tvinter on the l o f t y  Qreenland ice  Cap, and he cflinks 

130 dogre08 below zero i s  not hpos8ible in that locali*y. 

D r .  H.U. Sverdrup, the N O r o P e g i a n  meteorolo- 
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