
A Science. Service Feature 
Released upon receipt  
but* intended f o r  use 
December 17, 1932 ? WHY THE VUTHESI ? Mailed December 10, 1932 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

PIlXAC LED Sli CAN F I ELDS --- 

men Charles Darwin, i n  the  course of h i s  famous voyage around. the VorXd, 

crossed the  Andes i n  the  year 1835, he  was much struck by the  a p w a m c e  of some of 

the f i e l d s  of perpetual snow encountered near the  sumit of the P o r t i l l o  Pass. 

"'&ese frozen m s s e s , l f  he says i n  his Journal ,  'Iduring the process of thawing, had 

fi some par t s  been converted in to  pinnacles or  columns, which, as they were high 

and close together,  made it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  cargo mules t o  pass." 

Nearly a l l  subsequent travelers in  the  high Andes of Chile and Argentina 

have brought back accounts of similar pinnacled snowfields. 

Snow o r  ice  a re  usual1y from three t o  six f e e t  high, but occasionally much higher.  

Seen at a distance,  and especially by moonlignt, they bear a ce r t a in  resemblance t o  

White-robed human bein6;s engaged i n  some solemn re l ig ious  ceremony: whence the 

nat ives  named them tila nieve de l o 8  penitentes" -- the  snow Of the  penitents.  mis  

n q e  has boen shortened f o r  internat ional  use t o  l'nieve penitento.It 

The jagged hummocks of 

This phenomenon i s  now know t o  occur a t  high a l t i t u d e s  in  many othar . .: 

Parts of the world, but i t a  most s t r k i n g  developments appear t o  be  confined t o  

t rop ica l  o r  subtropical regions. 

in the sc i en t i f i c  journals for more than f o r t y  years, the  question i s  s t i l l  1 

abeet t led. 

mough discussions about i t s  or ig in  have raged 
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