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WfIm THE FIRE "3FREADS SNOW" 

"When," m i t e s  D r .  W.J. Humphreys, ''a b i g  wood f i r e ,  one of the f i n e s t  

pleasures of a winter i n  the country, i s  well  burned down and there i s  a grea t  bed 

of glowing coals  i n  the ashes, we often hear  a muffled POPPin(s, p th ,  Pth, somewhere 

i n  the f i r e ,  but  exact ly  where we cannot be sure. 

used t o  sw, !It is going t o  snow, 1 and very often they were r i g h t ,  because on SO 

On such occasions our granddads 

raw a day as tha t  which usual ly  precedes a snow One i s  apt t o  have a good big f i r e  

These f a i n t  but fascinat ing sounds are apparently due t o  l i t t l e  explosions of c m -  

buatible gases coming up from hot  b i t s  of  wood, charcoal and glowing embers W1-e o r  

l e s s  buried in the  ashes." 

2 have heard the  e0und.s proceeding from the old-fashioned base-burner coal 

stove as well as frorn wood fires. 

somebody walking in crunchy snow, the  f i r e  i s  CommOnly said t o  " t read  snowt1 when it 

emits these noises. 

AS they bear some resemblance t o  those made by 

Tlle expression l l treading snow,tt used in t h i s  conndction, is said in  the 

Supplement of the Century Dictionary t o  be a Virginia colloquia~iem, but it  is 

familiar in  many other s t a t e5  of the Union, both north and south, and I bel ieve also 

in Canada. 

80 it i s  probably used in England, though it is not recorded i n  Wrightls grea t  

"English Dialect Dic tionwy.1' 

Inwards, the English author of '!Weather Lore,'' mentions t h i s  expression, 
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