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RAIN-GAUGXS -- - OF LONG II AGO -- 

IIIn the  twenty-fourth year of the  reign of King Sejo the king caused t o  be 

constructed 0; bronze an instrumant f o r  measuring the ra in .  

5 sun deep and 7 sun broad, s e t  on a p i l l a r .  

Wrvatory, and each t i m e  i t  rained the  o f f i c i a l s  of the  observatory measured the 

depth of tne rain a d  =de i t  kno.IPn t o  t he  king. 

dis t r ibuted t o  t he  provinces and the cantons, and the  r e su l t s  of the  observatiuiis 

It is a vessel 1 &&I, 

The instrument was placed a t  the ub- 

S i m i l a r  instruments were l ikewise 

Were. reported t o  the court." 

T ~ L I S  reads 8 passwe In tho ancient chronicles Of Korea. The twenty-fourth 

Year of King Sejo corresponds t o  the year 1442 of the Christian era. 

that ten of  theso rain-gauges were s e t  up in  d i f f e ren t  par t s  of the  country, and 

the pract ice  of measuring rainfall, especial ly  important i n  Korea in  conncction with 

I t  appears i , ; . ~  

the  cu l t iva t ion  of rise, was probably a comon one from tha t  period onward, as 

gaUgcs similar t o  t he  one above mentioned were made In tho eighteenth contury and 

a rc  now proserved at the  obsematory of Chonulpo. 

Thc Xoroana were not ,  however, the first poople t o  Construct rain-gaUCcs; 

According t o  Hcbrow records containod in  the  Mishna, such instrumants r e r e  used 

S t i l l  e a r l i e r  wem t he  r a in fa l l  moasuromcnto made i n  India- These am 

dcscribod in  considcrablo d e t a i l  i n  a H i n d u  pork of tho fourth century, l3.C- 
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