
Released upon receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
December 26, 1932 

A, Science Service Feature 

7 WHY THE WUTHER 7 . Mailed Decomber 19,' 1932 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on bkteorology. 

-_111 CHRISTMAS WEATHER 

In the  northern United S ta tes  and soutterxi Canada a Christmas as snowy a8 

the kind invariably depicted on Christrnas cards is r a the r  exceptional. 

f o r  e-ple. 

Take Chicwo, 

On an averme,  about 35 inches of snow f a l l s  there  each winter,  but 

during a period. of 23 years  there were s i x  Christmases with no snow on the  ground 

and four others wlien t he  EIAW covering w a s  too light t o  be msasured. The grea tes t  

depth on any Christma,s mas eight Pnchos, .and the  next greatest four inches. 

In &gland tho holiday is  even l o s s  l i ke ly  t o  measure UP t o  Its t rad i t iona l  

reputation in t he  matter of weather. Sir Richard Gregory has called attenticin t o  

the f ac t  that  in 83 years  snow f e l l  only ta ico in  London the day before Christmas. 

He suggested tha t  the notion that Christmas is usually f 3 n W  miat have originated 

before the c h w e  i n  the calendar, made i n  1752, since boforo tha t  year the  holiday 

f e l l  eloven days later in  the  winter than it does,novr. However, D r .  C.E.P. B r u o k s ,  

of the  Metoorolbgical Office, t e l l s  us tha t  the long weather r rcord at Greenrich 

Observatory shws vcry l i t t l e  difference between tha average weather of the latter 

Part Of December and t ha t  of t he  early part of Jahuary, BO t h i s  explanation W o n ' t  

work, and he of fe r s  a d i f fe ren t  one. He says: 

"I would suggest that  the  be l ie f  in the  'old-fashioned Christ-st may have 

*r%hated in a s e r i e s  of severe winters  in  the late 17th and ear ly  18th centur ies ,  

but tha t  since then i t s  v i t a l i t y  has been purely sub jec t fve ,  SO that  it now re fe r s  

not to any def in i t e  period of t h e  but t o  the childh'ood of the  speaker. 
f r o l i c s  in  the  snow when we were young wmld color  a l l  our memories of Tlinter.'' 

cold and snow. 

A few 

In Germany, except in  the  mountains, only about one Christmas i n  ten i s  
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