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- SNOW ABRASION 

Hard, dry snov driven by the  wind i s  as e f f ec t ive  an agency in  wearing 

away objec ts  exposed t o  it as is t h e  sand of wblw deser t s .  

seen on t h e  borders  of t h e  Antarctic cont inent ,  which include t h e  windiest  known 

Striking examples a r e  

regions on the globe. S i r  Douglas Mawson t e l l s  i n  an  account of his recent b t a r c t i c  

expedition of f i n d i n g  i n  Ad6lic Land a hu t  b u i l t  by h i s  expedition of twenty years  

before.  He S E W S :  

l f m ~  exposed vrood of the hut and all t h e  wooden 03 j e c t s  mere found t o  be 

deeply scored by t h e  ~nCt" b l a s t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  hard  and s o f t  tissues stWd.ing in  

s ingu la r  r e l i b f .  

by the  Snow abrasion i n  twenty years  by qu i t e  half an inch." 

The f u l l y  axposed Oregon boards have been thus reduced in t h i c h e s s  

In  the n a r r a t i v e  of h i s  earlier expedition he wr i tes :  

I I ~ O  abras ion  effects produced by the  impact of the snom particles were 

p i l l a r s  of i c e  mer8 cut through in  a fen days, rope w a s  f rayed,  wood 

SOme Fusty dog chains were exposed t o  it and, in a fev etched and metal polished. 

days, they had a d e f i n i t e  sheen. A deal  box, facing the wind, l o s t  a l l  i t s  painted 

and i n  a fo r tn igh t  Was hadsWolY marked,tho hard ,  knotty f i b r e s  being only 

s l i gh t ly  attacked, whi l s t  the s o f t e r ,  pithy lamkae were corroded t o  a deptl1 of one- 

eQhth of an inch. 

harden i t  and, f i n a l l y  

ice mw become channeled and p i t t e d  by t he  action of t h e  drift." 

The e f f ec t  of constant  abrasion upon the snmls surface is  to 

t o  carve ridges knom as SaStrugi .  . . . . . Even hard blue 
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