
4 Science Service Feature  
Released upon r e c e i p t  
but intended. f o r  u.se 
December 31, 3.932 ? mJ.Y THE mAmm 7 MaiJ.ed Gecember 23, 1932 

fiy Charles  Fitzhugh Talmaii, 
P-uthorfty on Mef,eorol.ogy 

IIkLd a fbe r  him cme next t he  chi13 December; 
Yet he thrcugh merry f e a s t i n g  which he made, 
And g rea t  b o n f i r e s ,  did n1)t t he  co ld  remember .'I 

mius wrote Edmund Spenser,  ye t  t o  bin and h i s  s ix t eaa th  century  contempor- 

The gloomy days and the  &n%ies December brought l i t t l s  of e i t h e r  mirth 01' warmth. 

l o n g  &ark nigl i ts  might be fo rgo t t en  namentarily i n  r i o t o u s  Yulet ide feasts, t h o  b i t -  

t e r  c h i l l  of t h e  air might bo tempered b r i e f l y  by  bonf i r e  or h e a r t h f i r e ,  but  the  

normal s t a t e  of human ex i s t ence  An t h i s  and t h e  o ther  win ter  months w a s  miserable.  

Comfort and s a i e t y  were except ional .  

Not so-todap! &Le of t h e  most s t r i k i n g  miracles  of modem c i v j l i z a t i o n  i s  

tho transformation of winter f r o m  the e;loomicst l n t o  t he  gayes t  seasm of t h e  year  - 

f-rOm the  .nost comfort less  b t o  t h e  most c m f x t a b l e .  

from sunset to s u n r i s e  as they ever were, but invent ive gonius h a s  turned them i n t o  

day! 

Perpetual  summer reiais i n  the houses ,  work-places and vehic les  Of mankind. 

December n i g h t s  a r e  as long 

Tha thcrmornetcr t h i s  mmth rcgisters win te r  tomperaturos out of doors,  bu t  

Nova- 

sumr  hea t  causes fcr mora discomfort  and dawnright suf fe r ing  among US than 

winter  cold.  
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