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JANUARY WXA!I?HER --- -i-- 

A poem by Frank Dsmpster Shermn suggests that  the f ickleness  of January's 

skies  may be the r e s u i t  of neming the  month a f t e r  Janus - the two-face3 de i ty  of 

~ O ~ n a n  mythology - but modern meteorology can famish a b e t t e r  explanation. 

a f f l e  Of da i ly  weather maps of t h i s  midmister manth, and YGU w i l l  see t h a t  the  lows 

IEmnijne 

bring us our  ups and dowas of temperature, a l t e r n a t i o n s  of clouds and sunshine 

and other atniosphesic v i c i s s i t u d e s  a r e  i n  rapid movemont across the country. B O Y  

hav3 no tendency t o  halt; m d  stagnate ,  as they are inclined t o  do i n  the S W O r  

months. Statistics shww that, cn our contirient, these t ravel ing weather systftms 

move a t  a higher speed and hence &?pear i n  more Tapid succession at a2y given PlaCC 

in JwWJ'Y than in any other  mmth of "ne year. They a l s o  then reach thoir  

l a r g e s t  avorago s ize  

a rea  of North America is affected by them. 

many of them swrrap far t o  t h o  southward, so that  a vas t  
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