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- !!"E "MONTANA MONSOON" 

Several graphic descriptions of chinook winds and t h e i r  e f f ec t s  in  sudG-en- 

l y  changing winter in to  su-mr (or  at any rate in to  snring) a r e  quoted i n  Professor 

ward's "C'Lbates of the United States ."  Hers i s  one by H.S. Thompson, m i t t e n  at 

Butte ,  Montana, i n  1905: 

"One need only s tay f o r  a short  time i n  the Missouri valloy region of 
Montana t o  see the  e f f e c t s  of the  chinook - popularly ca l led  hero ' the  Montana 
monsoon. 1 

Cold Weather, mith the tempcraturo ranging from zero t o  x) below. 
in temperature began w i t h  a s l ight  nind from the southwast. 
g r m  stronger and the  temperature rose. On the t h i r d  day a f t e r  the vinds mere ob- 
served I noted a temperaturo of about 40 degrees f o r  t h e  vhole of one day. 
twenty-four miles one day across per fec t ly  levo1 bench land, and i t  vas remarkable 
with what stoadiness tho mind blow - not a gust o r  f l u r r y  mas f e l t . "  

A t  Great Fa l l s  the winds were preceded by three o r  four days Of Clear,  
A general rise 

Each day the Winds 

I drove 

&ah, from another correspondent in  Montana (dated Butte, Docombor 10, 

1910) : 

"Here i s  somethang t ha t  actU&l.ly happened on0 d-ay +7hon I vas in Great 
Fa l l5  tvo Years ago. Thoro had boon a cold spell fo r  over a Teak; the tornperature 
had f a l lon  t o  mor0 than 30 degroos below zero,  and avartlgod 20 below f o r  tho m C k .  
I sha l l  never forgot t ha t  co ld  w e e k .  We used t o  sit on the rad ia tor  in tho office 
a l l  day t o  t r y  t o  keep varm, and rhon 'PJO got m a y  from tho rad ia tor  we cold 
again in  a fcv minutes. Tnis particular day at about a quarter  past seven VhW I 
wont t o  brookfast i t  37as about 20 bolmv, and about 2 P. ti. the  temparaturo was ~011 
above 32 dogrecs above zero. 
*her@ proviously there 1in.d been several inches of snow. This ahinoak l as ted  th1-w 
Or four days, and i t  was nearly like s m e r  nhilo it lnstod. 
from a fen hours t o  a f e r  dws. It'blOw8 from tho southwest, and i s  not Only '#7<amn 
but also vory offoctive i n  molting the  ~3narr.I~ 

The main s t r e e t  in  Great Fa l l s  vas na te r  a l l  Over, 

A chinook W i l l  h s t  
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