
Released upon receipt  
but intend.ed f o r  use 
January 5 ,  1933 

A, Science &rvj.ce Feature 

7 WIIY THX XlWCIXR 1 Mailed December 29 ,  1.932 

By Charles Fitzhugh Te.lman, 
Authority on 14eteorology. 

I n  an a r t i c l e  published a few years ago by the katronomical Society of 

Japan, Prof. Yuji V a d a  described an in te res t ing  phenomenon well known in  the  Far 

xast under the name of In  English it  is ca l led  "sand m i s t . "  

These m i s t s  prevai l  in  spring and aro associated with t h e  presence of a 

In  winter the  ground i s  €rozen, and in barometric depression over c e n t r a l  China;. 

Sut'Rlle? it is k n i t  together by g r a s s ,  but b e t m m  these masons the l o o s e  surfaco 

is churncd up by t h e  wind and clouds of sand r i s o  t o  a grea t  hoight.  

car r ied  eastward, afterward co l loc t ing  moisturo and f a l l i n g  as a colored. mist. 

During tho fall the sun i s  obscured and objncts assumo a y o l l w  o r  ashy hue; as 

Those am 

during an ccl ipsc of tho sun, f o r  vhich phenomenon tho lzlists vero :.ftan mis'tdwn by 

thc  anciont chroniclers.  

Character is t ic  of the IIbaiil is t h o  thick coating of very f ino  YOllOW dust 

that  s e t t l e s  everyvhero. 

fourth of an inch of dust 'iBas reported in  Xtchu Province, Japan. 

dcsconds mixed prith rain.  

During one of these mists an March 4,  1915, h f a l l  Of One- 

Somatims tho dust 

A heavy shc)~~or of orwgc-colorcd ra in  in thc  ycar 1306 i s  

sa id  t o  h a w  caused t h e  deaths of many humm beings and c a t t l e .  
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