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HXRSCHEL NOT GUILTY 

Many almanacs of today, l i k e  those of generations ago,  publish a fan tas t ic  

table  f o r  predict ing the  weather from t h e  hour of the day at which the moon 

and f a l s e l y  a s c r i b e  i ts  authorship t o  S i r  Wil l . iam Herschel, the  great  I t  

astronomer. I t  is general ly  labeled ItHerschel I s Beather Table u 

According t o  t h i s  t a b l e ,  if the moon changes h e r  phase between noon and 

P-m., tho " resu l t ing  weather" ( f o r  how long is not s ta ted)  p i l l  be,  i n  sUL~II~~E~,  

"very rainy," and i n  Printer will be charactorized by I'snow and ra in ."  

of B a s e  takes place between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., the resu l t ing  weather w i l l  be 

"changeablet1 i n  summer and "fair and mild" i n  winter.  

If the cl1Wge 

And so on, f o r  the r e s t  of 

the 24 hours. 

Of course the eo-called flchangeslf of the moon a r e  merely ConVentiOnal 

stages in  tho gradual process of waxing and waning t h a t  goes on throughout the luna- 

t i o n  and the times of day at which they occur can have no conceivable connection 

p i t h  the  weather. 

tha t  i t  i s  nonsonsical - in  which respect it h a s  plonty of company 

l i t e r a t u r e  - but that i t  shuuld have been pers i s ten t ly  a t t r i b u t e d  f o r  more vfim 8 

t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  Herschel, who vas in  no way responsible f o r  it , a8 both ho 

The in te res t ing  thing about t h i e  weather t a b l e  i s  not the f a c t  

ahan@ 

and h i s  son, S i r  John Herschel, publicly declared on several occasions. 

Some years  ago an attempt was mado t o  learn  through ItNotes and w e r i e s "  

how Herschells name came t o  be attwched t o  the t a b l e ,  but the mystery r a i n e d  

Usolved. 
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