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"How strong was the wind?" is  the  qucstion asked a f t e r  a destruct ive 

storm. 

always s t a t e d  in  terms of speed r a t h e r  than force ,  and the r e l a t i o n  between these 

two things i s  not general ly  understood, 

The answer t o  t h i s  question is  l i k e l y  t o  be misleadi.w, because i t  is  n e w l y  

The forco of a mind can be indicated a c c w a t e l y  by saying what prossure 

i t  exer t s  ( i n  pounds per square f o o t ,  f o r  example) upon a Burface at r igh t  angles t o  

i t s  Path. 

'fhs a wind of  20 miles an hour blows about four  times as hard as one of 10 miles 

Tnis pressure var ies  approximately as t h e  square of the wind's speed- 

hour and a mind of 30 milos an hour about nine times as hard. 

The word "about" must be used in  these statements, because the exact 

r e l a t i o n  betwoen speed and pressure i s  somewhat d i f fe ren t  f o r  different  wind- 

veloci t i !?s ,  besides varying with tho densi ty  of the  air and the shape and dimensions 

of the surface against  which the  mind blows, 
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