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- THE WUmWi I N  COURT 

Off ic ia l  meteorologists a r e  often ca l led  8s witnesses in lawsuits to  give 

information about weather. This i s  an especial ly  common procedure in Gemany, While 

in  the United S t a t e s  it was estimated some years ago that men i n  charge of loca l  

of f ices  of the  'iteather Bureau througlimt the country mrere, i n  the aggregate, Sum- 

moned t o  court  about 300 times a year. About one-tenth of these casos were in New 

YO& City.  The weatherman usually takes with him o f f i c i a l  records r e l a t i n g  t o  the 

weather of some p a r t i c u l a r  day or  other  period. Cor t i f icd  copies of such records 

alone a ro  often admitted as evideme,  but in  many c a w s  the personal appearance of 

the meteorologist i s  desired in  order tha t  he may exy1aj.n the meaning of t h e  records 

and g ive  expert information along t h e  l i n e  of his profession. 

The wcather e n t e r s ,  of course, in to  a grea t  var ie ty  of cascs ,  both Civi l  

and criminal. There a r e  a l s o  cases in  which, although th~e ?mather has no bearing 

on the P o h t  at issue,  weather records are produced i n  court f o r  the purpose Of die- 

c red i t ing  the testimony of a witness. 

t ion  t h a t  the Wcathor at a c e r t a i n  time vas c loar  and w a r m ,  when the records for  the 

Place a d  time i n  question prove it t o  have been rainy or  snow and cold. Careful 

IatPyers general ly  go i n t o  such matters  mith t h e i r  witnesses before placing than on 

%US q person ma;Y s t a t e  under cross-examina- 

the stand, bccause if  it i s  shorn tha t  a singlo f a l s e  statement has been made the 

e n t i r e  testimony of the s i t n e s s  i s  invalidated. 
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