
A, Scienco Service Feature 
Released upon receipt  
but intended f o r  uEe 
Jammry 18, 1933 ? lTflY "HT \ A T H E R  ? Mailed January 11, 1933 

By Char1 e s F i  tzhugh Talman , 
Authority on hiletcorology. 

DESTRT WINDS 

Dr.' Sven Hedin, who has recently coapleted a remarkable journey cwross the 

deser ts  Of c e n t r a l  Asia - one notable r e s u l t  of which was the establishment i n  tha t  

region of f i v e  meteorological s t a t i o n s ,  vhich a r e  now in  rcgular communication with 

one another and w i t h  the  observatories of the Far Yast - dwl ls  i n  the narratj.ve of 

h3-S t r a v e l s  u p o ~  the  pandemonium of the winds and t h e i r  s t r ik ing  e f fec ts  on toPo- 

grashy. In some places they have p i led  the  sand i n  dunos 300 f e e t  high; i n  others 

the sand has all  been blown away and tho underlying clay i s  worn into c l i f f s  and 

gul l ies .  

" In  the  Gobi Desert," he sags,  " the  winds a r c  f i e r c e  and p e r s i s t e n t ,  and 

coaet- ta i ls  Of sand saeop across the land, swishing l i l co  s l e e t .  Vhirl ing dust 

stand t h e i r  onslaught. 

beats 011 the  Canvas like h a i l ,  with deafening roar.  

Y?e a r e  besieged i n  our th in  s h e l t e r s ,  while flyin?, gravel , 

lFne hovrling Of the  desert  wind, 

even on ordinary days, is notorious. Marc0 Polo heard i t s  shouting. Ho reported 

tha t  men l o s t  i n  the  sands thought they could hear  thof r  comrade6 Calling thorn bY 

name, and ve have repeatedly had the same uncanny experience." 
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