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FROGS AS RflIE-KAGRS 

The in t imate  a s s o c i a t i o n  of f r o g s  and toads  v i t h  water, says  Frazer  i n  

''mC Golden 

cus todians  of r a i n ,  hence they  of ten  p l a y  a par t  in  tho  processes by which super- 

stitious r a c e s  a.ttcmpt t o  draw w t e r  from the  sky. 

h a s  earned f o r  t hese  c r e a t u r e s  a wid.osnread r epu ta t ion  as 

"Somc of t h e  Ind ians  of t he  Orinoco,il he  s a y s ,  "held the  toad  t o  be tlie 

god O r  l o r d  of t h e  waters, and f o r  that reason fearod t o  k i l l  if the c r o a t u r c ,  even 

they were ordered t o  do so.  

t o  bea t  the= T i t h  rods :?hen the re  mas a drought. 

They have bean knomn t o  keep frogs Under a Pot and 

I t  i s  sa id  t h a t  t he  Aymara Indians  

of Peru and Bo l iv i a  o f t e n  make l i t t l o  imagos of frogs and o the r  aqua t i c  a n b a l s  and 

Place them on t h e  t o , p  of t h e  h i l l s  as n means of br inging  damn r a i n .  

of southoas te rn  Australia, where t h e  r a i n f a l l  is a p t  t o  be  excessive, t h e  natives 

f e a r e d  t o  i n j u r e  Tidelek, t h e  f r o g ,  o r  ~ l u k ,  t h e  bu l l - f rog ,  because they mere s a i d  

I n  Some P a r t s  

f rogs  
soae 
r a i n  

"some cJf t h e  Qpoensland abor ig ines  i m i t a t e  t h o  movements and Cries of 
as Pa r t  of a rain-charm. !fhe mompson River  Indians  of B r i t i s h  C o l u b i a  m d  

P O ? l C  i n  Europe th ink  t h a t  t o  k i l l  a frcx br ings  on r a i n .  
Peo?le vf low c a s t e  in  t h e  Central Provinces of Ind ia  w i l l  t i e  a frog t o  a rod 

with <reen l e a v e s  and branchos sf t h e  nf.1, t r e e  and c a r r y  i t  from door t o  

I n  o rde r  t o  Procure 

door singing -- 
'Send soon, 0 frog, t h e  j e n c l  of vater! 
And ri.pen the wheat and  mi l le t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I 

In K m o n ,  a d i s t r i c t  of northwestern I n d i a ,  one w w r  of br inging  on r a i n  vhen it  is  
needed i s  t o  hang a f rog  w i t h  i t s  mouth up on a ta l l  bamboo o r  on a tree f o r  a 
o r  two. 
take P i t y  of1 it and send t h e  ra in .  

FAO not ion  i s  that tlie god of r a i n ,  seeing the c r e a t u r e  in  t roub le ,  l f r i l l  

Itsorno o f  tlieso customs and b e l i e f s  may be,  at l o a s t  i n  part, based th* 
h a b i t  of s t o r i n g  u p  mater i n  i t s  body a g a i n s t  seasons u f  drought: vhen it is 

caught a t  such times, i t  s q u i r t s  t h e  water out i n  a j e t .  
Of .-atel* when a l l  around vas dry arid parched, savagos m i g h t  oaf l i ly  infer that 

the c r e a t u r e  had caused t h e  drought by swallowing a11 t h e  F a t e r ,  and  t h a t  i n  crder 
t o  r e s t o r e  i t s  rrois turo t o  tho  t h i r s t y  ground they had nnly ti. 
gorge i t s  s e c r e t  s t o r e  of t h e  prec ious  l iqu id . l t  

( A l l  rights resorued by Science Se rv ice ,  Inc.)  

On seeing a f rog  @flit a 

the f r o g  dis- 
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