
A Science Service Feature  
Released upon r e c e i p t  
but intended f o r  use 
January 21, 1933 7 WHY THE W?ATHER 7 Mailed January 14, 1933 

By Charles Fitzhugh Ta lmn ,  
Auth or i t  y on M e t  eor 010,~. 

- THX "DOUBLE -- WINTXR" 

The F4nter  of 1666-67 w a s  known i n  Germany as the  "double win ter , "  be- 

cause t h e  r i v e r s  were frozen tv i ce .  

most severe co ld  occurred March 18-26, w i t h  no r theas t e r ly  winds. 

f u l l  Of i c e ,  and at Amsterdam people crossed the River Y on f o o t ,  Thile elSeWh3i.e in  

January wp&s co ld ,  February was s n o w ,  but t h e  

The ZUider Zee 

t h e  Nether1and.s t h e  f rozen  r i v e r s  could be crossed by wagons. 

gobody could remember such co ld  weather so l a t e  i n  t h e  season. I n  

England t h e  win ter  was not  severe,  but  t h e  spring mas in tense ly  cold.  

PePys wrote: "The weather,  t oo ,  bcing become most  b i t t e r  co ld ,  t h e  K i n g .  SaYil% today 

1% was t h e  co l$es t  day he ever knew i n  "%glandt'; and aga in  on March 7: "This b Y  

W a s  reckoned by al l  the people the co ldes t  day that ever w a p  remembered i n  u l a d - "  

on March 6 

Evelyn recordcd: "Great f r o s t s ,  Snow and winds prodigious at the  verna l  

equinox; indeed it had been a yea r  of p rod ig ie s  i n  t h i s  nation; plague, war, fire, 

tempest and 

a l ea f  on a tree. ' '  

On Apri l  4 110 wrote: I I ~ o  cold  so intonso t h a t  t h e r c  v m  hal*d@ 

The t n O r l d  Possessed a few crude thcrmometcrs at that per iod,  and the 

of roE;'ular instrumental. weather records had begun about a decade before in  

I t a l y ,  but it i s  l i k e l y  that t h e  idea of tompcrature, as a th ing  Suscept ible  of 

measurement , WAS unkliom t o  both t h e  fambus d i a r i s t s  above mentioned - 
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