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RELIGION CLIMATE 

T;?e l a t e  P ro fes so r  'Jard, i n  h i s  book Ilclimate Considered Espec ia l ly  in 

t h e  uni formi ty  of t he  d e s e r t  sugges ts  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  u n i t y  of God, or, i n  o the r  

words, i ncu lca t e s  t h e  doc t r ine  of monotheism. m e  d e s e r t  i s ,  moreover, conducive 

t o  a s o l i t a r y ,  medi ta t ive  l i f e ;  even t o  a morbid and f a n a t i c a l  s tate of mind. Such 

cond i t ions ,  it is be l i eved ,  furn ished  good ground f o r  t h e  growth of such a r e l i g i m  

as Mohammedanism. 

Ralph Abercromby, i n  h i s  !!Seas and Skies i n  Many La t i tudes , "  publ ishes  

two maps, showing r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  areas of hbhammedanism and t h e  d i s t r i c t s  ill Asia 

and Af r i ca  with a mean annual r a i n f a l l  of l e s s  than  t e n  inches.  The maps are 

i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of chance or of some deep connection between t h e  t e n e t s  of t h a t  

r e l i g i o n  and c l ima t i c  in f luences  I cannot say; bu t  s t i l l  t he  r e l a t i o n  i s  S O  re- 

markable t h a t  I have thought it  wel l  t o  b r ing  the mat te r  forward.t1 

Ward says: "The r a i n  ceremonies and r a i n  dances among t h e  n a t i v e  t r i b e s  

of c e n t r a l  Australia, t h e  Indian  c e l e b r a t i o n s  of t h e  r i s e  of water i n  the  Peruvian 

r i v e r s ,  t h e  anc ien t  Aztec s a c r i f i c e s  t o  t h e  god of r a i n  i n  Mexico and o the r  S i m i l a r  

portance. I n  one of t h e  Aus t r a l i an  r a i n  ceremonies t h e  men dance around a m i m i c  

water-hole,  imi t a t ing  t h e  cal ls  and motions of aqua t i c  animals. These dances are 
repor ted  as being c a r e f u l l y  t imed, by experienced ind iv idua l s ,  t o  come at the 
seasons when r a i n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  fa l l . "  

( A l l  rights reserved  by Science Serv ice ,  Inc . )  
-_------...- 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
21st  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 

Wash ingt  on, D. C 


