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STBONGYST WINDS 

J i t h  the poesible exception of t he  b l a s t s  driven in f ron t  of some g rea t  

avalanches and l ands l ides ,  t he  vinds of North American tornadoes surpass a l l  Others 

in  s t rength ,  but they have never been measured. Plausible estimates,  based on cer- 

t a i n  physical c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e i r  vo r t i ce s  and on t h e i r  observed e f f e c t s  in 

moving hoavy ob jec t s ,  run t o  something l i k e  500 miles an hour f o r  t he  worst of 

these stonns. 

The Etrongest wind ever measured instrumentally near t h e  e a r t h ' s  surface 

blew at tho S U i l L i l i t  of Mount Washington, New Hampshire, Januarg 11, 1878, When an 

It SO happens t h a t  the  same *,.rind ve loc i ty  - 186 ailcs an hour - i s  t'ne 

highost ever measured in t h e  upper air with a pilot-balloon. This record was ob- 

h i n o d  a b m t  4 1/2 miles Over L a n s i n g ,  Michigan, on December 17 ,  1919. 
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