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EXPLOSIV3S @TD RAIN 

From remote an t iqu i ty  the b e l i e f  has prevaiiled tha t  b a t t l e s  cause rain.  

Plutarch, writ ing of t h i s  be l ie f  about a century a f t e r  the b i r t h  Of Chr i s t ,  SWgeSts 

tha t  the r a i n  m a y  be sent by a divine power t o  wash t h e  polluted ground, Or that  

i t  may be due t o  the vapors r i s i n g  f r m  the blood and mangled corpses of the Slain- 

The su2poeed connection between cannonading and r a i n f a l l  i s  a modern elaboration of 

t h i s  old bel ie f .  

%e present popularity of the  idea dates  from the publication in  1871 Of a 

book by Pdward Powers, e n t i t l e d  "Var and Weather; or the A r t i f i c i a l  Production of 

Rain." 

order t o  break a drought  was advocated by several prominent Americans. 

Congress Of the United States w a s  induced t o  appropriate money f o r  rain-making ex- 

In 1874 a plan t o  mass a r t i l l e r y  of the United S ta tes  Army i n  Texas in 

In 1890 the 

periments, which were car r ied  out by Gen. R.G. Dyrenforth i n  Texas, where Var ious  

explosives 'mere s e t  off on the ground a d  also ra i sed  with k i t e s  and balloons and 

in the  air.. In 1911 and 1912 the l a t e  C.W. Post, the  breakfast food mam- 

fac turer ,  staged a much more elaborate  s e r i e s  of experiments i n  Texas and Michig.m* 

Both Dyrenforth and Post believed t h a t  tihey a t ta ined  sane success, but the con- 

temporary weather maps indicated that t h e  rains following some of t h e  e x p e r b e n t s  

were duo t o  na tura l  causes. 
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