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DISPELLING F a  

Various attempts were made t o  dispel  fog even before t h i s  problem became 

of vafit p rac t ica l  hportance on account of the r i s e  of aviatim, rhich now l o s e s ,  Sn 

t i m e  and damaged planes, mil l ions of d o l l a r s  a year ,  besides a good zany l i v e s ,  on 

account Of t h i s  weather handicap. S i r  Oliver Lodge t r i e d  e l e c t r i c a l  precipi ta t ion 

i n  England many years  ego. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h e  similar C o t t r e l l  process, w h i c h  is 

SO successfuliy applied t o  t r e a t i n g  indus t r ia l  dusts  and fumes, was used on the 

fogs along the Cal i fornia  coast  under the auspices of the Smithsontan fns t i tu t iun .  

&e Army and Navy a i r  services i n  the United S ta tes  and the Reyal A i r  Force in &eai; 

Britain have t r i e d  the e f f e c t s  of sprinkling various hygroscapic dusts  i n  t h e  a i r ,  

and e l e c t r i f i e d  sand has  been s imilar ly  employed in  the  United States.  

Some of these experiments had i n  view the p o s s i b i l i t y  of rain-making as 

well as the  dispersal  of fogs and cloud. Probably the most ambitious e f f o r t s  t o  

d ispe l  fog; were those that were i n  progress f o r  some years  at the  Naval Aircraft  

Factory in Philadelphia, where elaborate machines were constructed for  spraying 

e l e c t r i f i e d  water drops i n t o  foggy air  i n  order t o  cause the fog p a r t i c l e s  t o  

coalesce and fall t o  t h e  ground. L a s t l y ,  the  process of coating t h e  surface of a 

r i v e r  w i t h  o i l  to chock evaporat ion and prevent troublesane fogs from form% was 

t r i e d  at Lyons, France, just before the world war, and a t  Pit tsburgh, Pa. , about 

ten years ago. 

a t ta ined ,  but no process seems yet  t o  have j u s t i f i e d  i t s e l f  on f inanc ia l  grounds- 

I n  several of the undertakings above mentioned some success Was 
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