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ISISID3 A_ .VBTF;ilSPOUT 

Doscri$ions of the passage of a naters>!out over a ship a r e  not very com- 

m0n. %e Br i t i sh  clip3er-ship "Crest of the ';Tave" had t h i s  cx?erience in the 

Mediterranean in  Awust, 1855, 

the magazine "Leisure Iiourll as follows: 

One of her  jun io r  of f icers  described the  episode in  

"The spout did not rake us fore  and aft,.:' but zigzagged across the ship 

Passing athwart the forecas t le ,  then back again over amiCship, and a f i n a l  track 

a l o n g  the Poop, passing r ight  over me as I s t o o p d  t o  c l e a r  the mizzen topsa i l  

haulyards. 

s p i r a l  motion of the spray and water,  not in  the least Kist of being crushed. t o  the 

deck by a heavy volume of water. 

For EL few moments my sensation mas t h a t  of being drawn a l o f t  with the 

Siaking myself l i k e  a Nenfoundland doe, when .I 

recovered f rom the shock, I had a good view of -,-hat ?as passing on the a a i n  deck, 

vhich \vas flooded. I had seen the  nen f ly ing  before the advancing spout from side 

t o  s ide ,  t m b l i n g  over one another, and Over spare and f loa t ing  casks; and no17 I was 

able  t o  laugh, as I witnessed t h e i r  el 'forts t o  regain t h e i r  l egs  and f r e e  themselves 

f rom the rush and s w i r l  of mater cstused by the roll of the ship. 

out injury t o  ship or  ere:?, mh'ich mas wonderful, consiCering the height of the S8a.  

Ve escaped yith- 

sucked up 3y the  sj?out, and the violence of the accoml?anyhg w~iirlnind." 

IfiLe sliiprs c a p t a b ,  v r i t i n g  of the sai~ie event in  his log, rem&s: I I I  have 

one had half i t s  base act ing upon my s3i?, but s t i l l  remained pelrfcict i n  form and 

ac t ion. 11 
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