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Loose snow conta ins  an abundance of air and hence i t  is no t  remadcable t h a t  

human be ings  and lower animals survive f o r  long per iods  of time when bur i ed  in  snow- 

d r i f t s .  Sheep have been dug ou t  a l i v e  af ter  be ing  thus bur i ed  for waeks and a case 

recorded of a woman i n  England who survived under  t h e  s m w  f o r  four teen  days. This 

expla ins  whg mountaineers bu r i ed  under avalanches are o f t e n  rescued long a f t e r  being 

ovemhel.ned and deeply buried.  The ?recess o f  rescue, as p r a c t i c e d  in the Alps, is 

descr ibed as follovm in  a recent  i s sua  of t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  h n d o n  N e w s :  

tl!lhs equipment of a rescue-party i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  s tandardized,  and includes,  
in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  * avalanche-sounders, I s b v a l s ,  rooes, marking-pegs, rascue-sledges,  
bandages, medicaments, to rches ,  and storm-lanterna.  
'sound1 t h s  avalanche. 
( 'avalanche-soundersl)  some twelve o r  s ix t een  fee t  long, un t i l  ground is t o u h e a -  
Great care is c a l l e d  for, l e s t  i n j u r y  be done to bu r i ed  v i c t i m .  $ach spot  at which 
ground is not  reached is marked; and a hole is dug u n t i l  the  ground can be f e l t  with 
a s tave .  If a bur ied  v ic t im is touched, the rescuers  are in a o o s i t i o n  t o  dig  him 
o u t =  Obviously, i t  is o f t e n  very d i f f i c u l t  to t e l l  by feel the d i f fe rence  between 
a body arrd a mass of snow pressed hard  a t  a depth of t ae lve  o r  s ix t een  f e e t .  
v i c t im  has been loca ted ,  the  work of rescua goes 09 day and n ight  v i thout  i n t e r -  
mo t ion ;  f o r  in f requent  cases  a v ic t im has  been found a l i v e  a f t e r  two days. 
next  tasks rest with the  doc tor  o r  t he  ambulance aen: the r e so i r a to ry  organs have t c \  

be freed; a r t i f i c i a l  resDira t ion  has to be  administered; and the  limbs must b e  rubbed 
with snovtr. 
b rea the  by h imsel f ,  and when there is  no longer  any danger of his  choking.'I 

The f i rs t  th ing  t o  do is to  
The g r e a t  mas8 of snow i s  probed w i t h  i ron  s t aves  

Once a 

The 

F ina l ly ,  l i q u i d  stimulants can b e  adminis tarad when the r o e c u d  man can 
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